2                      BETTER VILLAGES

This dynamo is the ambition to raise the standard of living.1
Wherever there is this ambition the people will sink their
differences and join together, saving, scraping, sacrificing,
working early and late, and searching for wa}Ts to improve
their homes, farms and villages. Till then they have to be
driven to carry out every improvement, however obvious
and simple and profitable, and once the driving force is
removed, work stops. In fact until this desire to rise can
be put into the villager's heart, we are rolling stones up a
hill, like Sisyphus of old, and as soon as we stop our
unnatural efforts, things will soon be as bad as ever or even
worse.

This book sets out to show both how this ambition for
better things is to be implanted and how, once implanted,
science and experiment and experience have enabled it to
be achieved.

The depression and the crisis caused by the recent fall
in prices have ushered in a new era in the Punjab. If we
wish to survive in this new era there must be a truce to all
wasteful habits and extravagances, to the old ways of
idleness both of mind and body and to the old quarrels,
factions and parties. The villager's mind must be alert to
learn, and his hands to act upon what he learns. Family
must not be divided against family, nor brother against
brother, nor religion against religion. Quarrelling, j ealousy,
and factions of all kinds must cease. Capitalist and
agriculturist, rural and urban, official and non-official,
landowner and tenant, instead of abandoning the land while
they fight to get the most out of each other, must all work
together to get the most out of the land.

\Vhen a mighty flood comes down in one of our great
rivers, there is said to be truce of God declared between all

1 See pp. 6, 23, 130.